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THE ART AMATEUR. 



si 



but this, as I could show him by tracing the greater 
smoothness of the canvas where I had applied the 
white, could not be maintained, because the particles 
had not broken through at all in that part (perhaps, 
from the greater thickness of the paint, they had es- 
caped through the back). 

The fact was, I was altogether wasting time to ask * 
this gentleman any questions about the canvas', which, 



has proved perfectly equal to the work, but which on 
any scraping out and corrections has had its ground 
broken up into facets, on account of the weakness of 
the cloth ; and this has caused obstacles to the happy 
termination of the work of the most serious kind. The 
best test of the effects of our system will be in the state 
of the English pictures in the National Gallery. 

f. {To be concluded.) 



illustration we reproduce from the " Bible Gallery" by- 
Mr. Poynter, we consider one of the best. If one 
tires, as one is apt to do, of the ultra-sentimentalism of 
the characterization of this artist, it must be admitted 
that the beauty of his drawing and the effectiveness of 
his groupings never fail to charm us. 

"A Picturesque Tour in Picturesque Lands" is an- 
other richly illustrated book imported for the holidays 




"MIRIAM'S TRIUMPH." BY E. J. POYNTER, R.A., FROM " DALZIEL'S BIBLE GALLERY." 



probably, if prepared on his premises at all — and this, . 
as it happens, is very doubtful — had been trowelled by a 
workman who never expected to see that canvas or 
hear of it again one week after he had taken it off the 
stretching-frame. 

I know of another painting executed on canvas, 
bought at the same time, and the same shop, which 
has gone through the same history as mine did ; and a 
third canvas from the same establishment had part of 
its ground peel off like a sheet of paper while the paint- 
ing was in progress, entirely destroying the artist's la- 
bor. I have also had experience of canvas, which, if 
worked at in one intention from the beginning to the end, 



SOME HOLIDA Y GIFT-BOOKS. 



"Dalziel's Bible Gallery," recently imported by 
Messrs. Scribner& Welford, is a notable art work. Its 
sixty-nine illustrations from the Old Testament are from 
original drawings by such eminent English artists as 
Sir Frederick Leighton, President of the Royal Acad- 
emy, E. J. Poynter, Holman Hunt, E. Burne Jones, 
G. F. Watts, E. Armitage, and F. Madox Brown. The 
drawings are rendered on wood by Messrs. Dalziel in 
their best style, which, by reason of its bold- simplicity, 
is strikingly opposed to our more elaborate American 
method, as represented in our best magazines. The 



by Messrs. Scribner & Welford. Like those of the 
volume just noticed the engravings are by the Dalziel 
Brothers, but they are from works by French, German, 
and Italian artists, and show more diversity of treat- 
ment than those of the "Bible Gallery." . The whole 
impression is an " edition de luxe," confined to proof 
engravings on India paper. Printed on fine hand- 
made paper, profusely illustrated, and bound in full 
vellum, with inlaid morocco and gold, from a special 
design by Zahnesdorf, we have here one of the most 
attractive gift-books of the season. The illustration 
from the volume presented herewith hardly does it jus- 
tice ; for it does not show the full height of the original. 



